Beyond the Unexpected: Creating a 3-D Collage

By Claudine Hellmuth
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Inspired my book, Collage Discovery Workshop: Beyond the Unexpected, this three day, intensive collage workshop will focus on techniques, color, and composition when used in the assemblage format. 

You will learn a combination of painterly techniques to enhance the surface of your collage artwork and experiment with transfer methods, printmaking techniques and idea generation tools. 
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After we've gotten our hands dirty, we'll put together a series of 3-d cigar-box collages, using the depth of the cigar box format to bring prominent elements to the foreground. I'll also show you how to become more comfortable with using your own drawing and line work in your collages along with exercises to practice and tips you can use right away. Even if you have never collaged or painted before you'll leave this workshop feeling like a pro!
Beginner-Advanced

Workshop Supply List

1)A few (around 10) black & white photocopied images. You could use your own image,  family members, pets or someone  you don't know. It's up to you!

2) At least three Cigar boxes, please get the cheap balsa wood kind with paper covering NOT the pretty lacquered wood ones. You can get these for free of very cheaply from cigar/wine stores. You can bring more if you like!

3)Acrylic paints, just a couple colors  that you like. 
4)Glue.
5) fine-tip black pen (sharpie)

6) paint brushes, scissors & water jar 

7)collage items and papers you might like to use: colored 

papers, embellishments, game pieces, doll house window etc.

9) one or two 11x14 sheets of plexi glass, you can purchase this from the hardware store They have it in pre cut sheets over by the doors and windows area. Get the economy thickness not the super thick. Also make sure you do not buy frosted plexi, it will not look good trust me!
10) ruler

11) sandpaper

Workshop Itinerary
Friday May 15th 2009 - 

Today’s focus will be on composition and texture enhancing techniques.

Claudine will open the class by sharing with you some of her favorite texture building techniques using acrylic paints and household materials.

After lunch, Claudine will lecture on composition and design principles. In her down to earth style you will quickly learn how to intuit good design and incorporate it into your collage artworks. You will learn the tricks of the trade to help you create successful compositions in your collage and mixed media artwork. Claudine will show you some her favorite composition tips and techniques for enhancing your artwork, then we'll create collages using our new composition knowledge.  We’ll spend the day experimenting with these techniques along with Claudine’s guidance.

Saturday,  May 16th 2009 –

Today’s focus will be on building our 3-d assemblages using the techniques we learned the day before. We’ll start the day with a brief lecture on drawing and adding drawn elements to your artwork and collages as well as utilizing the depth of the 3-d format. Claudine will work individually with each attendee to guide them in the creation of their artwork. 

Sunday May 17th 2009   –

One the last day of our workshop we’ll continue to work with the techniques covered the previous days along with guidance from Claudine. The morning session will open with a lecture and demonstration about framing your works using plexi glass, how to cut the plexi and insert it into your assemblage to create a finished work. In the afternoon before we say goodbye  we’ll display our works and have a mini “gallery show”.

